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in his presence. He restored to the Catholic churches the
treasure of which they had been deprived in the reign of
Leovgild. He showed himself just and liberal, clement and
even generous to all. He, of course, chastised the Cantabrians.
He received Leander, not only without reproach, but with
respect, on his return to Spain from Byzantium.

And at length, the people being well disposed to his person,
and prepared as far as possible for the great change, he summoned
the Third Council of Toledo, in 589, when, after a good deal
of prefatory explanation and argument, he formally announced
himself a convert to the Catholic faith, and called upon his
entire people to follow his example.1

This declaration or Confession of Faith was received with
applause; and the Council, under the presidency of Leander,
drew up a reply, in which all the members asserted their
renunciation of Arianism, and their conversion to Catholicism,
and no less than twenty-three several anathemas were formulated
against those who remained in the ancient faith of the Visigoths.
In spite of the opposition of the Arian nobility, abetted by
the queen-mother Goswintha, and certain Gothic protestors
throughout the country, the great bulk of the people were con-
tent at once to follow their king's example ; and Spain, if it re-
mained partly Gothic in blood, became entirely Roman in religion.

The proceedings of this ever-celebrated Council were signed
by no less than sixty-seven bishops, with only five lay Palatines
or great officers of state. Leander, the ex-rebel, presided.
Leander, indeed, was the hero of the hour, the first of the
ecclesiastical rulers of Spain.

Born in the province of Carthagena, between 535 and 540,
the son of one Severianus, an Imperial Greek2 or Roman,
settled at New Carthage, Leander was the elder brother of the
yet more celebrated Isidore, and is said, on very doubtful
authority, to have been the brother-in-law of King Leovgild,8

1 Reccared is said to have sent an embassy to Gregory the Great, soon after
the sitting of the Council, to announce his conversion to Catholicism, and to ask
for the return of a copy of the treaty concluded between Athanagild and the Em-
peror Justinian with regard to the Imperial dominion in Spain, which seems to
have been deposited at Rome.    Gregory refused to give up the papers, but sent
instead, probably in 599, a fragment of the true Cross, a link of the chains that
bad bound St. John the Baptist, and some hairs from the head of St. Peter.

2 The name faander, *like Isidoret is of course Greek.

3 His sister Fulgentia is said to have been the first wife of Leovgild, and
the mother of Ermengild and Reccared.    Goswintha, the queen of whom we
hear so much, was Leovgild's second wife, and the widow of his predecessor King
Athanagild.